additicnal data on red<cockaded woodpecker usz of the area from their in-house surveys. The
Service requested that tie NCDOT consider the presence of the red-cockaded woodpecker in
their environmeniai documsant and inciude survey work and foragdiny habitat analysis along the
entire routs.

On March 18, 1997, Service biclogists visited SR 1250 with Randy Turmner and Jerry Jennings of
the NCDCT, personnet rom tha ! f'Lh \.3:“1111.1 Natura! Hentage Program, and Den Johnson of
Uaion Camp. The Sarvice nbserved that all of the landowners along the first savera! miles of
SR 12C0 had cleared re=s from within the staked right-ef~way limits. Union Camnp
representatves incicated that the NCDOT rigbt <f-way 2gent had tcld them to “cut 1t if vou wan:
the timber, because we will ust doze it down.'

Despite the Service’s intervantion, a.;kwg the NCDOT o coansider the known presence of
red-cockaded wecdpeskers a:m ‘zefr hanitat, habitat was removed pricr to the completion of an
ervircnmeniai documenis and prior ‘¢ Service concurrance. A law enforcement investigsnion has
been iniiated  This is not ghe arocedur: w2 wirh to faliow. The Service prefers to weik

ctoperan vPl witn age-uias ts eomsider the acourance 51 soecies, the'r life kistor nesds. and
prorosed srofect designs nriar 10 habitar modificadien.

[t hias come to our attsruon raving ¢f secondary roads that
cicsely parallel the Tenle T suniies. The Lutle Tennesses

: oe (.dicsmidonta
roveneiiong) GnC L2 INg Jeariymuss na “1:“ ened Ssh. the spoifin
cnub (Cvprinzile monzer; s\,c ars conczmed about N*Ate..tial mEacts to fhess stacies whan
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thesa rcads are paved. SWwith the Gates Co: nr.l 2%7Erenc? in ming, Now can tne '’ NCDOT assurs
e X ; At seAarisaren 1- - : L -.l .

the Service thet sxcdanger=a an¢ Luearened svecies wiil be protestsd in sumiiar division
design/eanstracuon oroest

in any 2nvironmental decumsnt ; rf‘;lire:: Zor

IS FC SLVL..} s¢tar :3'.13!‘1[ ~L-<-.n\»- / DTt e E- g

foderally hated endangeres and threarered svecies inder Sectiin 7

Tederal Highwav Admomustraiics. Further note that, sven if no F-:de.-al funds or pernits are
re::zi..a to com "ia‘.e a2 3zeongary moed improvemean: ureect, und Sc::ior. 957 :I—.e Act the
‘taking” oif endangared spacies is siil prohiticed. “T“kc nas been fined to incinde harm and
harass, Recent <our s} Pald o 2='s definitior or harm 6 :nc:ul: adver e
habita: mcdificaiions 4 i

2ivi] 2nd enminal penaities.
Additionally, the Qe" nvironmenta Jecurmeny(s) for all proposed prejects
shouid address tae Sollow ‘11 ternporary bridges or structures asscciated with any
oroposes dndge reslacer_—. - §pecial measures propozed (0 minimize sedmsniation
durng constuuction; an< 13) anv measurss that will b2 implemented io minimizz impacts so fish
and wiidlife habuat ez, protecting npamm vegalation whenever possitles.
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